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An Evening with Ami McKay 

Tuesday, November 22nd at 7:00 p.m. 

Brescia Auditorium, Admission by Donation, Free Parking, All Welcome 

 

Bestselling author Ami McKay to speak about witches, wisdom, and women who dare. 

 

London, ON – The Circle Women’s Collective welcomes back to London critically acclaimed 

author Ami McKay for a talk and presentation that will include readings from her latest work, The 

Witches of New York, a slideshow of historic and archival images that inspired the novel, and a 

discussion of the research that went into the writing process, including the discovery that one of her 

own ancestors was hanged for witchcraft in 1692. 

 

Although set amid New York’s Gilded-Age of the 1880s, The Witches of New York, could not be 

more timely. Through the lives of a trio of vivid female characters, McKay is able to explore the 

topics of women's rights and women's wisdom, alongside women’s ongoing struggle for equality on 

the world stage, a stage upon which women are often not welcome and viewed with suspicion. 

McKay shares, “The word “witch" continues to be used as a disparaging label, placed upon any 

woman who dares to be outspoken, live outside the norm, or who strives for a place in society not 

traditionally held by her gender. (As we've seen in dramatic fashion during the recent US election 

cycle). The truth is, the word "witch" has its origins in something else entirely: it referred to a 

woman who was a healer, a seer, a wise woman in her community. I hope, in the end, the witches in 

my novel will serve to remind us of the strength that resides in ourselves and in embracing equality 

for all." 

 

McKay was last hosted by The Circle in 2012 upon the release of her previous novel, The Virgin 

Cure. During that event, a question from the audience sparked an engaging discussion about what 

topics she was exploring for her next work. McKay reveals "This novel grew in part from 

conversations I had with readers the last time I was at The Circle.”   

 

The Birth House was a #1 bestseller in Canada, the winner of three CBA Libris Awards, and 

nominated for the International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award. The Witches of New York is 

receiving high acclaim and rave reviews in Canada and abroad, and has already hit the Globe and 

Mail, the CBC and The Star’s bestseller lists. 

 

To learn more about The Circle visit the organization’s web site at www.thecircle.ca.  
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For more information please contact: 

Kimberley Young Milani 

519-878-8383 or info@thecircle.ca 

file://///walter.uwo.pri/brhome$/kimyoung/The%20Circle/2012-2013/Ritual%20of%20Re-Membering/www.thecircle.ca


 
The Circle Women’s Collective for Spirituality, Activism and the Earth is an incorporated not for profit that 

provides programming and events, as well as a resource library, to women and men in the London 

community and beyond who are interested in spirituality, feminism, activism, ecology, social justice 

and the arts.  


